UEH Seminar Topic: The Rise of Conservatism
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Grade Levels 
This lesson is designed for 11th grade students enrolled in recent American history.  This lesson may be presented as an introductory lesson to the unit on Ronald Reagan’s Presidency. 
Time Frame 
This lesson is designed to last two 60-minute class periods.  Students will have recently studied the New Frontier and Great Society.  They should have a fundamental understanding of the government’s expansive policies during the 1960s.

Links to Massachusetts History and Social Studies Frameworks 
USII.28 Analyze the important domestic policies and events that took place during the presidencies of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon. (H)

A. the space exploration program

B. the assassination of President Kennedy
C. Johnson’s Great Society Programs
D. Nixon’s appeal to “the silent majority”
E. the anti-war and counter-cultural movements
F. the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1970
G. the Watergate scandal (including the Supreme Court case, U.S. v. Nixon)
USII.29 Analyze the Presidency of Ronald Reagan. (H, E)

A. tax rate cuts

B. anticommunist foreign and defense policies

C. Supreme Court appointments

D. the revitalization of the conservative movement during Reagan’s tenure as President

E. the replacement of striking air traffic controllers with non-union personnel

Essential Objectives 
Upon completion of this unit, students should be able to:

1. Identify how progress made during the civil rights movement contributed to a political backlash, particularly in the south, that resulted in a shift from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party.

2. Discuss how conservative leaders harnessed the political ideology of intellectuals who were critical of the government’s 1960s social welfare programs.

Essential Questions 
How did the liberal policies of the 1960s contribute to the rise of the neo-conservative movement? 

Procedure 

Day 1
1. Teacher will review the political spectrum.  Teacher will then review U.S. Presidents studied in the course (TR, Wilson, Hoover, FDR, Truman, Eisenhower, JFK, LBJ, Nixon) and ask students to place them on the political spectrum and explain why they belong there.
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2. Teacher will take students to the computer lab to complete a Political Spectrum online test (http://www.politicalcompass.org/test).  If short on time, students can complete this assignment for homework the night before.  Students should print out their results.
3. Upon returning to class, students should try to identify where they fit on the political spectrum.

4. Homework: Students will write a ½-1 page response explaining where they fit into the political spectrum.  They should choose three political issues that they feel strongly about and discuss their views on those issues, identifying whether those are conservative or liberal views.

Day 2

1. Teacher will begin the class by reviewing the government’s policies during the 1960s (New Frontier, Great Society, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965, Civil Rights Act of 1968).

2. Teacher will encourage students to think about which groups and individuals would have been opposed to the legislation of the 1960s.

3. Students will then view the Clifford Baldowski political cartoon “Barry Goldwater – No Offense Folks.”  Individually, students will complete Level 1 and Level 2 questions on the Cartoon Analysis Worksheet (http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon.html).  Then working in groups of 2 or 3, students will answer the Level 3 questions.

4. The teacher will review Barry Goldwater’s political ideology with the class and describe how his beliefs gained support during the 1970s to lay the foundation for the Reagan Revolution.

5. Students will then view the Clifford Baldowski political cartoon “You’re More Than Welcome.”  Individually, students will complete Level 1 and Level 2 questions on the Cartoon Analysis Worksheet (http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon.html).  Then working in groups of 2 or 3, students will answer the Level 3 questions.

6. The teacher will then explain Ronald Reagan’s political ideology and the class will draw conclusions between the social welfare programs of the 1960s and the conservative backlash of the 1980s.
Links to UEH Seminar 
The Using Essex History Seminar addressed the Rise of the New Right.  This lesson plan utilizes the ideas presented in the seminar concerning the development of neo-conservative thinking during the 1960s.  
Assessment 
Students will turn in their political spectrum grids and written responses.  They will also turn in complete Cartoon Analysis worksheets.  To check for understanding, the teacher can begin following class requiring students to identify the major political differences between the administrations of JFK/LBJ and Reagan, discussing which approach they think works better. 

Primary Documents Used 
Courtesy of the University of Georgia Special Collections – Richard Russell Library Online (http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/collections/baldy/index.shtml) The Political Cartoons of Clifford Baldowski: “Barry Goldwater – No Offense Folks.”

Courtesy of the University of Georgia Special Collections – Richard Russell Library Online (http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/collections/baldy/index.shtml) The Political Cartoons of Clifford Baldowski: “You’re More Than Welcome.”

Local Resources Used 
Teachers might plan a field trip to the JFK Museum and Library.  The exhibits provide a wealth of information on Kennedy’s domestic programs, as well as his involvement in the Civil Rights Movement.
