UEH SEMINAR TPOIC: The Rise of Conservatism (April 28th, 2009)
TITLE: 1980s-The Era of Reagan
AUTHOR: Bryan Butters (Marblehead High School)
GRADE LEVELS: 10-11, US History
TIMEFRAME: 2 days (55 minute blocks)

LINKS TO MASSACHUSETTS HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE FRAMEWORKS:

USII.29 Analyze the presidency of Ronald Reagan. (H, E)

A. tax rate cuts

B. anticommunist foreign and defense policies

C. Supreme Court appointments

D. the revitalization of the conservative movement during Reagan’s tenure as President

E. the replacement of striking air traffic controllers with non-union personnel

USII.30 Describe some of the major economic and social trends of the late 20th century. (H, E) 

A. the computer and technological revolution of the 1980s and 1990s 

B. scientific and medical discoveries 

C. major immigration and demographic changes such as the rise in Asian and Hispanic immigration (both legal and illegal) 

D. the weakening of the nuclear family and the rise in divorce rates 
ESSENTIAL OBJECTIVES:

· Identify the reasons for the resurgence of conservative values in the 1980s
· List the major values of the New Right

· Describe the Moral Majority and its impact on politics in the 1980s

· Explain the factors that led to Reagan’s victory in 1980

· Analyze the presidency of Ronald Reagan

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
· What were the reasons for the resurgence of conservative values in the 1980s?
· What were the major values of the New Right

· What was the Moral Majority and what impact did it have on politics in the 1980s?
· What factors led to Reagan’s victory in 1980?
· What were the successes and failures of the presidency of Ronald Reagan?
PROCEDURE:

Prior Preparation

· Students will read the appropriate chapter in their textbook (Chapter 33 “The Conservative Tide” in The Americans, McDougal Littell publishing) and take notes on the reading
Day One

(1) Summarizing and Reviewing Key Information (30 minutes)

· Students will be divided into small groups of 2-3.

· Students will be provided with a double-sided chart labeled “The Conservative Tide.”. On one side of the chart will be the heading “Causes of the Conservative Tide,” and on the other will be “Effects of the Conservative Tide.”
· Each group will use their homework notes, the textbook, and notes from class to list the major causes and effects of the conservative tide in politics in the 1980s.

· As a class we will then review the charts and make sure students have the appropriate information.

(2) Read and analyze an article (20 minutes)

· Students will be supplied with the article John Dillin, “US Conservatives: From Debacle in 1964 to Top of the Political Heap in the 80s.” Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA), March 18, 1986

· Students will read the article, then get into pairs to discuss the following questions:

· Why was 1964 a “debacle” for conservatives?

· How and why did conservatives ideas and political strategies change from the 1960s to the 1980s?

· Why were conservatives at the “top of the heap” in the 1980s?

· Class will end with a general discussion of the article

Homework/ Preparation for Day Two

· Students will be given a packet containing the following articles:
· Austin, Charles. “Christians Debate New Right’s Views.” The New York Times. October 12, 1981.

· Anderson, David E. “Moral Majority: Out of the pews and into the polling places.” United Press International, November 5, 1980.

· Richards, Clay F. “Falwell takes the Moral Majority beyond social causes.” United Press International, October 12, 1986.

· Philips, Kevin. “The Rise of the Religious Right.” New York Times (1857-Current File), 1988, March 1, A23. Retrieved from Proquest Historical Newspapers.

· Students will read the articles and respond to the following general questions based on the content of the articles:

· What was the Moral Majority and what role did it play in the politics of the 1980s?

· What factors gave rise to the increased influence of religion and religious values in the conservatism of the 1980s?

· Did the Moral Majority help to unite conservatives, or was it more divisive?

Day Two
(1) Review of Homework Assignment
(2) Group Activity: Analysis and Discussion of Political Cartoons of Clifford Baldowski, from University of Georgia Special Collections-Richard Russell Library Online (http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/collections/baldy/index.shtmlt)

· Each student will be supplied with a packet containing the following political cartoons by Clifford Baldowski:

· (1) “1980 Election and Republican Party,” (2) “Don’t Tell Me We’re Bugging Ourselves Now,” (3) “I Dunno Fellas,” (4) “I’m Home Honey,” (5) “Reagan’s Extravaganza,” (6) “The Reagans and the Bakers,” (7) “Yahooo,” (8) “You Can’t Come Busting In Here...,” (9) “You’re More than Welcome.”
· Students will be divided into groups of 3-4, and will be assigned one cartoon to analyze by answering the following questions:

· What is the subject of the cartoon? Does it portray a specific event or comment on a general idea or concept?
· Who is portrayed in the cartoon? What were their positions and responsibilities? How are the people in the cartoon portrayed (are certain features exaggerated or diminished)?

· Are there any important symbols or objects in the cartoon? What do they represent and how are they used?

· What does the text in the cartoon say? What key words or phrases are used?

· What is the cartoonist’s message? Is he supportive of Reagan and conservative policies or opposed? How can you tell from the information in the carton?

· The cartoons will be projected on the wall/screen/board, and each group will explain their interpretation of the cartoon based on the question. Other members of the class will be invited to share comments or thoughts about the cartoons.

· Finally, the class will be asked to consider and discuss the following questions:

· What do these cartoons collectively tell us about perceptions of the Reagan presidency?

· Based on what we have learned, how fair are the criticism of Reagan and conservatism presented in these cartoons?

· Are political cartoons an effective way to show disagreement with political ideas and policies?

ASSESSMENT:

· On the chapter assessment, students will be asked to use the documents and information from the class discussion to write a short 1-2 paragraph essay in response to the following questions:
· “What factors were most responsible for the conservative resurgence in the 1980s?”

· “Was Ronald Reagan’s presidency successful?”
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