UEH Seminar Topic: Lincoln and Douglass
Title: Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass:  Influences on Emancipation and “The Great Emancipator”
Author: David Mitchell
Grade Levels

Grades 10-11
Time Frame

Four day lesson
Links to Massachusetts History and Social Studies Frameworks

· USI.31 Describe the formation of the abolitionist movement, the roles of various abolitionists, and the response of southerners and northerners to abolitionism. (H)

· USI. 36 Summarize the critical developments leading to the Civil War. (H) 

· USI.38   Analyze Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, the Emancipation Proclamation (1863), his views on slavery, and the political obstacles he encountered. (H, C) 

Essential Objectives

Students will be able to:
· Comprehend and analyze primary source documents in light of content, setting, audience, purpose, perspective, and historical context

· Explain the political positions and situational limitations of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass

· Articulate how the three meetings between these men shaped the nation and possibly even shaped each other

· Effectively select historical quotations to bolster an historical argument

· Analyze a public space monument as a social text which conveys both historical meaning and values

· Argue an historical thesis in a debate format

Essential Questions

· Who freed the slaves?
· Was Lincoln the Great Emancipator?  If so, was he an active or reluctant emancipator?
· To what extent did Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass influence each other?

· To what extent did Douglass radicalize Lincoln through rhetoric and political action?

· To what extent did Lincoln convince Douglass of prudent, tempered action in order to built crucial political consensus?
Procedure

Students will have already examined the Civil War through the Emancipation Proclamation. 
Day 1:
1. For homework the night before, students will have read two excerpts, one from Lincoln and one from Douglass.  Lincoln’s is from his first debate with Stephen A. Douglass where he describes the complexities of the current slave situation.  Douglass’s excerpt is from his 1852 speech What is Your Fourth of July to Me?  Students will discuss the key content of these two speeches and then address the significance of the following:  Setting, Audience, Purpose, Perspective, Experience and CONTEXT.
2. Teacher will present a context Powerpoint Presentation (see attached) paralleling the political lives of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln from the outset of the war in 1861 through the time of the Emancipation Proclamation.

3. Divide students into three groups and have them brainstorm what a possible meeting between Douglass and Lincoln would be like.  Questions include:

· Who would initiate the meeting?  Why?
· What issues would be discussed?

· How might each react to the other?  

· How might others react to their meeting?

Day 2

1. Working in a computer lab or library, each of the three groups from the previous day will be assigned to examine one of the actual meetings between Lincoln and Douglass.  (August 1863, August 1864, and March 1865).  See primary source listings for documents selected for student use.
2. Each group will create a chart which examines the following:

· Initiation of the Meeting (Who sought out the meeting?)

· Date, Location and Historical Context (What significant issues are going on in the context of the Civil War?)

· Topic(s) of Discussion/Key Points of Agreement and/or Disagreement

· Exemplary Quotations from Primary or Secondary Sources

· Analysis:  Impact of the Meeting on Perspective and on Personal Appreciation

Day 3

1. Student groups chronologically present to the class what they found out about their assigned White House meeting.  After each lead a discussion about the meeting’s effect on politics and personal appreciation.

· 1863 Group must address Black soldiers’ pay, treatment and recognition

· 1864 Group must address implications of a possible McClellan presidency

· 1865 Group must address significance of Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address

3. Homework:  Students read Douglass’s speech: Oration In Memory Of Abraham Lincoln Delivered At The Unveiling Of The Freedmen's Monument In Memory Of Abraham Lincoln, April 14, 1876 in preparation for a debate entitled:  Lincoln the Great Emancipator:  Is the public monument a fitting tribute to the man?

Day 4

1. Informal Fishbowl Debate:  Lincoln the Great Emancipator:  Is the public monument a fitting tribute to the man? (Note: Monument image is last slide in PPT). Essential questions to the debate include:
· Who freed the slaves?
· Was Lincoln the Great Emancipator?  If so, was he an active or reluctant emancipator?
· To what extent did Lincoln and Douglass influence each other?

· To what extent did Douglass radicalize Lincoln through rhetoric and agitation? 

· To what extent did Lincoln convince Douglass of prudent, tempered action in order to built crucial political consensus?

· How does the monument capture Lincoln’s image for posterity?  Is it justified? 
· How did the complexities of emancipation show through in Douglass’s speech at the monument’s unveiling?
2. Conclude class with a 100 Word Response student summary of the debate in light of ONE of the essential questions? 
Links to UEH Seminar

The UEH Seminar on Lincoln and Douglass led by Dr. John Stauffer set the context for examining both men’s public and private views on slavery.  Dr. Stauffer established the historical philosophies behind friendship and his presentation unfolded the interaction between Douglass and Lincoln. The three meetings between these two men are the basis of the lesson, with an extension to Douglass’s 1876 speech on Lincoln, which amounted to a public eulogy of the slain president.  The primary sources provided at the workshop were vital to capturing Douglass’s interpretation of each of these meetings.  The notion of mutual respect and influence is examined.  
Assessment

Students will be evaluated on the following activities
· Day 1 Possible Meeting Brainstorm Activity (5 pts)

· Day 2 Group Meeting Chart (10 pts)

· Day 4  Informal/Fishbowl Debate  (40 points) (See rubric)

· Day 4  100 Word Response (10 pts)
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