UEH Seminar Topic – The Early Cold War
Ryan Quinn
Grade Levels 
10-11
Time Frame 
Two 1 hr. block class sessions. 
Links to Massachusetts History and Social Studies Frameworks 
US.18 Analyze the factors that contributed to the Cold War and describe the policy of containment as America’s response to Soviet expansionist policies.


C. The Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and NATO
Seminal Primary Documents to Read: The Truman Doctrine (1947), and George Kennan, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct.”

Essential Objectives 
Students will be able to define and understand the causes and effects of the Truman Doctrine, the Baruch Plan and the Marshall Plan, as well as evaluate the successes or failures of these programs.  
Students will be able to define and explain the foreign policy of the US in the context of the early Cold War.

Students will use primary documents to explore this topic.   
Essential Questions 
- What was the Cold War? What factors caused the relationship between the US and USSR to deteriorate?   

- What are the key differences between the Soviet and US political and economic systems? 

- Under which circumstances should the US get involved in the internal affairs of another nation?

- Are some nations more accountable to help/intervene in the internal affairs of nations than others? 

- What were the greatest problems facing the US following WWII?  How were they dealt with?

- How did the foreign policy decisions of the late 1940’s affect American policy in the following 4 decades?

- What was the purpose and effect of the Marshall Plan?

Procedure 
Day 1
Introductory Activities  
Introduce students to the term “Cold War,” and ask them how it may differ from a “hot war.”  Explain to students that over the next two days we will be learning about the foreign policy decisions made in the years following WWII and how they shaped America’s relationship with the rest of the world.  Explain to students (and write on board) that we will be making some of the key foreign policy decisions of the late 1940’s as though we were some of the President’s top foreign policy advisors.
Developmental Activities 
1) To begin, divide students into groups of 3 or 4.  We will start the lesson by making a decision as a group in terms that we may encounter in our daily lives.

Pose the following decision to the students and give them 4 options to resolve the issue:


“A fight is starting in the cafeteria.  The aggressor is an old friend that you recently noticed has started acting like a bully.  The other student is a classmate that has recently suffered from a sports injury.  What do you do?”

A) Nothing, stand around and watch what happens next.


B) Get some friends together and intervene and try to stop the fight.


C) Go in alone and try to talk your friend out of picking a fight.


D) Rush in and throw the first punch against the bully.
Allow students to discuss as a group and come to a group decision.  Go around the class and have one student from each group explain the group’s decision. If the group comes up with another option, allow them to discuss their reasoning.

2) Next, explain to the students that we will now make the foreign policy decisions that American leaders had to make following WWII.  Show students a picture of the Bikini Islands Nuclear Test.  Ask them to speculate what the first foreign policy decision might be, and discuss as a class.  Pose the first decision to the students:


“The USA is the only country in the world to possess a nuclear weapon in 1946, but we know that other nations are seeking to create one.  What should we suggest the President to do?”
A) Nothing, allow other nations to develop nuclear weapons if they are able to.

B) Propose a resolution of a complete nuclear weapons ban at the UN, but we are able to keep the weapons we already have.
C) Propose a resolution of a complete nuclear weapons ban at the UN, and we must destroy our current weapons.

D) Bomb any nation that looks to be developing nuclear weapons.
Allow students to discuss as a group and come to a group decision.  Go around the class and have one student from each group explain the group’s decision. If the group comes up with another option, allow them to discuss their reasoning. Then discuss the Baruch Plan with the students as a large group.  Allow them to criticize or support the Baruch Plan, but make sure they make reasonable arguments.  Discuss the strengths and flaws of the Baruch Plan, and consider why the US made that decision.
3)  Show students a map of Europe and/or the world following WWII that displays communist countries and non-communist countries.  Ask them to speculate what the next foreign policy decision might be, and discuss as a class.  Pose the next decision to the students:


“The USA opposes the ideology of communism, and is concerned that the Soviet Union will support communist uprisings around the world.  In fact, a communist takeover is brewing in Greece and Britain informs the US that they can no longer afford to help Greece. How should the US respond?


A) Do nothing, unless communists threaten the continuation of our own nation.

B) Use US military force in any way possible in Greece to prevent another nation from turning to communism.

C) Send money to Greece to try to resist the communist uprising and revive the Greek economy.


D) Take complete control of Greece and install an entirely  new government.

Allow students to discuss as a group and come to a group decision.  Go around the class and have one student from each group explain the group’s decision. If the group comes up with another option, allow them to discuss their reasoning. Then discuss the Truman Doctrine with the students as a large group.  Allow them to criticize or support the Truman Doctrine, but make sure they make reasonable arguments.  Discuss the strengths and flaws of the Truman Doctrine, and consider why the US made that decision.
Homework:  Read the Truman Doctrine (1947) and ask the students to write a 200 word response to the following question:  “How did the Truman Doctrine change US foreign policy?”  - (The T.D. allowed for the US to intervene in the internal affairs of other nations outside of the western hemisphere.)

Day 2
Introductory Activities 
Review with the students about the foreign policy decisions in the previous class session.  Explain to students (and write on board) that we will be discussing US foreign policy decisions in the post-war years and we will continue to make some key foreign policy decisions for ourselves that some of the President’s top foreign policy advisors had to make in the late ‘40s.

Developmental Activities 
1) Review some of the responses to the homework.  
2) Provide the students with an excerpt from Kennan’s “Sources of Soviet Conduct,” and have them read it silently, or as a large group.  If some words come up that students don’t know, use a dictionary to look them up.  Help guide the students through the excerpt to let them understand the thesis of Kennan’s article.
Discuss the policy of containment with the students in a short lecture, being sure to cover the following points:

· Elections in Eastern Europe

· Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech

· Kennan’s insistence that a “long term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expansive tendencies” would eventually cause the Soviets to back off their ideology of Communist world domination, and live in peace.
· How the Truman Doctrine is an example of containment.
3) Get students back into small groups and show students a picture of a demolished European city following WWII. Ask them to speculate what the next foreign policy decision might be, and discuss as a class.  Pose the next decision to the students:


“WWII left European countries in shambles.  Cities were destroyed, buildings and homes were reduced to rubble and millions of lives were lost.  Such devastation leads to poverty and discontent, which are the breeding grounds for communist movements.  What should the US do?

A) Do nothing; we spent enough on the war helping Europe already.

B) Supply loans to our longtime European allies on a case-by-case basis.
C) Generously give money to any nation willing to accept it, as long as they spend the money on US goods.


D) Send US military troops and advisors to coordinate rebuilding Europe.

Allow students to discuss as a group and come to a group decision.  Go around the class and have one student from each group explain the group’s decision. If the group comes up with another option, allow them to discuss their reasoning. Then discuss the Marshall Plan with the students as a large group.  Allow them to criticize or support the Marshall Plan, but make sure they make reasonable arguments.  Discuss the strengths and flaws of the Marshall Plan, and consider why the US made that decision.
Closing activity – to sum up the main points of the lesson and connect it to larger course themes and objectives. How does this lesson contribute to the overall goals of the course? Homework – Write a 1000 word research paper that defines and explains the policy of containment, the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, and analyze the effectiveness of these decisions.
Links to UEH Seminar 
This lesson uses two of the documents that we used in our recent UEH seminar.  It also covers much of the content that we discussed at NARA, including the intent of Kennan’s containment policy and how this policy strayed from his original recommendations.  

Assessment 
Students will write a research paper on these topics, and successful students will be able to not only define these terms, but also analyze the successes and failures of these policies.   
Primary Documents Used 
Kennan, George. (Mr. X). “Sources of Soviet Conduct.” Foreign Affairs, July, 1947. 
Truman, Harry. Recommendation for Assistance to Greece and Turkey (doc on-line). The Truman Library. Accessed 30 March 2009; available from http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/doctrine/large/documents/pdfs/5-9.pdf#zoom=100; Internet.
