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USII.8 – Analyze the origins of Progressivism and important Progressive leaders, and summarize the major accomplishments of Progressivism. (H, E)

People


E.  President Theodore Roosevelt

Essential Objectives

· Acknowledge some of the labels historians have used for Theodore Roosevelt.  Note the variety of perceptions of him, some which seem in conflict.

· Define and explain the term “Progressive”.  Set ‘the Progressives’ in the context of American History.

· Explore evidence that supports the idea that TR was a Progressive.

· Argue, using primary sources, that TR was a Progressive.
Essential Questions

·  How do historians label episodes or people in History?  (e.g., the label ‘genocide’; ‘Democrat’; ‘Republican’; ‘Socialist’; ‘Depression’ (vs. ‘recession’); ‘Great Awakening’; ‘Baby Boomers’; ‘Generation X’; etc.)
· How should we label or categorize TR?

· Was TR a Progressive?
Primary Sources

Roosevelt, Theodore.  Letter to Brooks Adams (The Outlook), February 23rd, 1912.  Brooks Adams Collection, Adams Family 4th Generation, Brook Adams.  

Chandler, Elizabeth W. “Dear Mr. Roosevelt (no date).”  Harvard’s Houghton Library, Call #:  Ms Am 1541.1 (6)
Newburyport Daily News.  August 25, 1902.

Procedure
First Lesson

1.) (10 minutes) Introduction - Brainstorming

· Using the board ask students to brainstorm labels for people and episodes/events in History

· Make a chart that looks something like this:

	Labels for People
	Labels for Episodes or Events

	Democrat

Republican

Socialist

Imperialist

Baby Boomer

Generation X


	Depression

Recession

Great awakening

Crisis

Empire-building

War



· Discuss such categories or labels as useful for organizing thoughts; helpful
· Sometimes, however, people as well as events do not fit neatly into categories…

2.) (20 minutes) Mini-Lecture on Teddy Roosevelt – Categories prove insufficient

Who was TR? How do we label him?  

· Imperialist?  War-mongering?  Progressive?  Humanitarian? Reformer?  Sexist?  Suffragist?  Racist?  Advocate of Civil Rights and desgregation?  All of the above?  

· Many historians have different ‘takes’ on him; how do we make sense of these labels?  Generally, the labels only hold up as well as evidence supports them, so let’s look at the evidence

· Dalton explains he’s first modern president – discovered Mondays; excellent relationship with the press

· At Brownsville, ONLY takes the white soldiers’ story without questioning, discharges Blacks

· Atlanta – 1906 – White on Black riot but TR does NOT send troops

· YET – a sincere convert to Progressive Reform issues and in Boston Daily Globe Nov 16, 1893 article – he’s advocate of public schools making no discrimination on the basis of creed or race; he’s applauded as a reformer.   See “True Americanism; Hon Theodore Roosevelt on Public Schools.  Make No Discrimination on Account of Creed or Race.  Big Audience in Huntingdon Hall Applauds the Reformer.”  Nov. 16, 1893, p. 2.  Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Boston, MA.  Source:  Historical Boston Globe

http://ezproxy.bpl.org/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?VName=HNP&RQT=309&DID=571467902   (BPL card needed)

· Humanitarian efforts to improve the lives of urban poor; influenced by Jacob Riis

· Imperialism – fits into humanitarian outlook; wants to provide Amerian ideals of democracy and freedom to oppressed people in other lands

· YET – waged brutal campaign against Filipinos well beyond proportion, deprived them of freedom in significant ways

· Many claim he had some crisis of manliness (i.e., Gail Bederman, Matthew Jacobson) and he had to wage aggressive American imperial project to prove manliness

· Father’s generation had Civil War stories; what stories would they tell their sons and grandsons?

· Desperate to make himself a hero on the battlefield

· Love of hunting and the outdoors can be seen as part of his efforts to become the tough man

· Today we’ll look at some evidence and you decide what labels or descriptions these primary sources support for TR.
· Ultimately, we’ll be asking ‘Was TR a Progressive?’  

· Review for them – who were Progressives and how did they fit in the context of American History…
3.) (20 minutes)  Understanding the letter from Elizabeth Chandler – 

· Distribute copies of this hand-written letter to every pupil.  

· Ask students to pick up pencils, make notes as you read.  Read it aloud.  

· Handout or project these discussion questions:
Discussion Questions

1.  List adjectives that describe Elizabeth Chandler (from what you know about her through this letter). [compassionate, concerned, enthusiastic, flattering, mother, patriotic, etc.]
2. List adjectives that describe TR (using this letter as your evidence).  [popular, manly, healthy - ‘usual vigor’etc.] 
3. Think about the phrase “us the common people” – What does she mean by ‘common’?  Is she poor?  (No, she’s a professor’s wife.)  What does this say about her opinion of TR?
4. Why is she eager to tell TR she’s ‘registered’?

5. What labels for TR does this letter serve to support?  (Progressive?)

· Students work in groups of 2-3 to answer these 5 questions.
4.) (5 minutes) Wrap up.  Be sure students have complete all the questions; have them finish for homework.

Second Lesson
1.)   (5 minutes) Introduction / Re-Cap yesterday

· Labels for TR – what are the possibilities?  Ask the students to recall terms historians use to describe TR.  [imperialist, humanitarian, progressive, etc.]

· What primary document did you read yesterday?  [Letter from E. Chandler]

· Instruct students to take out the letter and their answers to the Discussion Questions.

2.)   (10 -15 minutes) Discuss their Discussion Questions

3.)  (15 -20 minutes) Understanding the letter from TR to Brooks Adams  (February 23, 1912)

· Distribute copies of this letter to every pupil.  

· Ask students to pick up pencils, make notes as you read.  Read it aloud.  

· Handout or project these discussion questions:

Discussion Questions

1. What is an ‘appointive judiciary?

2. What is a ‘referendum’? 

3. Why would TR support an appointive judiciary as opposed to an elected one?

4. Why might he support a popular referendum on constitutional questions?

5. What do these opinions say about TR?  How would you label him or categorize him based on this primary document?
· Students work in groups of 2-3 to answer these 5 questions.

4.)   (10 minutes) Discuss their answers.
5.) (10 minutes)  Together as a class view the article from the Newburyport Daily News about TR’s visit to Boston, Lynn, Nahant, and Maine.  Read aloud with the class.  
Discussion questions:

1. Where did TR speak?  [Nahant, Lynn, Boston]  What did he say?  [nothing given  on this]

2. What adjectives are used to describe the people of Massachusetts who greeted TR?  [enthusiasm, splendid, unceasing applause, immense crowd] 
3. What is the main idea of the article?  [where he went and the enthusiasm of crowds who greeted him]

4. What’s ommitted?  [any mention of what he discussed, any political topics]

5. What can one conclude from this brief news report about a label or a category for TR?

6. In what ways does this document provide and INCOMPLETE picture of TR?  What more do you want to know? [Would the citizens of Nahant treated ANY president this way, just because he was president, not because he was well-liked?  Were they cheering because they liked him or just because he was famous? ]

6.)  (5 minutes)  Explain Assessment:  Using your textbook and the primary sources we have studied together, compose a short essay using the following thesis statement:  “Though it is hard to nail down a single category for TR, he was most certainly a progressive.”
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