UEH SEMINAR TPOIC: The China Trade (Nov. 19, 2008)
TITLE: The China Trade and its Effects
AUTHOR: Bryan Butters (Marblehead High School)
GRADE LEVELS: 10-11, US History
TIMEFRAME: 2 days (55 minute blocks)

LINKS TO MASSACHUSETTS HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE FRAMEWORKS:

Political Democratization, Westward Expansion, and Diplomatic Developments, 1790-1860

USI.22 Summarize the major policies and political developments that took place during the presidencies of George Washington (1789-1797), John Adams (1797-1801), and Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809). (H, C)

A. the origins of the Federalist and Democratic-Republican parties in the 1790s 

B. the conflicting ideas of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton 

C. the Alien and Sedition Acts 

D. the Louisiana Purchase 
Seminal Primary Documents to Consider: Washington’s Farewell Address (1796) and Jefferson’s First Inaugural Address (1801)

USI.23 Analyze the rising levels of political participation and the expansion of suffrage in antebellum America. (C, H)

Seminal Primary Documents to Consider: Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Volume I (1835) and Volume II (1839)

ESSENTIAL OBJECTIVES:

· Students will be able to describe the origins of the China trade and how it evolved out of conditions following the American Revolution and the War of 1812
· Students will be able to explain the challenges involved in trade with Asia, particularly the difficulties of the voyage
· Students will be able to explain how the China trade affected communities in Essex County, and its importance for the whole American economy
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

· How did the China trade begin? What effect did relations with Britain following the American Revolution and the War of 1812 have on the development of the China trade?

· What were the challenges involved in trade with Asia? What difficulties were encountered during the voyage? What challenges did American merchants face in working with a new and different culture in Asia?

· How did the China trade affect communities in Essex County?

· How was the China trade important to the growth of the American economy

PROCEDURE:

Prior Preparation

Students will have completed units on the American Revolution, the Constitution, and the Presidency of George Washington
Day One

(1) World Trade in 1800: Brainstorm Carousel Activity (30 minutes)

· Students will be divided into small groups of 2-3 and will be provided with sheets of flipchart paper, which they will hang around the room.

· The groups will brainstorm as many things as possible that they know (or think they know) about travel and trade in the 1800s. The following prompts will be written on the board to aid students in coming up with ideas:

· How would your travel? Where would you leave from and where would you go? What routes could you take to get to your destination?

· How would you find out about the places you wanted to visit? How reliable would these sources be?

· What kind of cargo would you bring? What would you want to bring back?

· What challenges would you face on your journey? What kind of equipment and supplies would you need to survive?

· How would you interact with a new and different culture once you reached your destination?

· As a class we will then review the sheets and discuss what groups had in common, what they wrote that was not accurate, and what information they knew that was reasonably accurate.

· Students will be then be provided with the “Instructions on Ship Troubles” document (Beverly Historical Society), which we will read together in class and then compare it to what the students wrote on their papers.

(2) Brief Lecture and Discussion on China Trade (20 minutes)
· The remaining twenty minutes of class will consist of a brief overview of the China trade, focusing in particular on the following points:

· How did the China trade start? What was its connection to the American Revolution and relations with Britain in the late 1700s

· What were the main destinations for the China trade? A brief review of India and Canton in China with pictures taken from paintings in the Peabody Essex Museum

· What were some of the most important goods in the China trade?

· How did the China trade affect Salem and other communities in Essex County and in America in general

Homework/ Preparation for Day Two

· For homework, students will be provided with the “Journal of Voyage in Ship ‘John Tucker’ to Calcutta and China’” document (Beverly Historical Society).
· Students will be asked to read the journal and answer the following questions:

· What was life like aboard the vessel? What challenges did the crew and passengers face?
· What kind of cargo was carried? What were the destinations for the ship?
Day Two

(1) Discussion of Homework (5-10 minutes)

· Class will begin with a discussion of the homework assignment and the questions students had to complete.
(2) Examination of personal accounts of experiences in the China trade (40 minutes)
· Students will be divided into 6-8 groups of 3-4 students each. Each group will be supplied with a piece of flipchart paper.

· Each group will receive a packet containing excerpts and selections from the following firsthand accounts of involvement in the China trade:
· Lovett Letter, 1805 (Beverly Historical Society)

· Lovett to A. Kilham, 1803 (Beverly Historical Society)

· “Singapore Letter, Feb. 29th, 1842,” Morse Family Business Papers, Ms.N-2236 (Mass. Historical Society)

· Cary, Emma Forbes. “Memories of Old Temple Place,” China Trade Collections, Ms.N-49.76 (Mass. Historical Society)

· Forbes, R.B. “Remarks on China and the China Trade.” Boston: Samuel L. Dickinson, 1844, Box: Forbes R.B. (Mass. Historical Society)
· Putnam, George “Journal of a Voyage to Sumatra and China, 1850-1851,” China Trade Collection, Ms.N-49.45 (Mass. Historical Society)

· Each group will make a chart on their paper with the names of the people/documents. Under each one, they will list key points and interesting pieces of information from each excerpt. They will then try to identify as many similarities as possible between the various accounts of involvement in the China trade.
· In the last 10-15 minutes of class, each group will be invited to share its findings.

ASSESSMENT:

· Students will be required to successfully answer several multiple-choice questions related to the content studied on the unit assessment

· Students will be asked to use the documents and information from class on the unit assessment to write a short essay in which they describe why the China trade was important in the development of the American economy.
PRIMARY/LOCAL SOURCES USED:

· “Instructions on Ship Troubles” document (Beverly Historical Society)
· “Journal of Voyage in Ship ‘John Tucker’ to Calcutta and China’” document (Beverly Historical Society)

· Lovett Letter, 1805 (Beverly Historical Society)

· Lovett to A. Kilham, 1803 (Beverly Historical Society)

· “Singapore Letter, Feb. 29th, 1842,” Morse Family Business Papers, Ms.N-2236 (Mass. Historical Society)

· Cary, Emma Forbes. “Memories of Old Temple Place,” China Trade Collections, Ms.N-49.76 (Mass. Historical Society)

· Forbes, R.B. “Remarks on China and the China Trade.” Boston: Samuel L. Dickinson, 1844, Box: Forbes R.B. (Mass. Historical Society)

· Putnam, George “Journal of a Voyage to Sumatra and China, 1850-1851,” China Trade Collection, Ms.N-49.45 (Mass. Historical Society)
