UEH Seminar:  The China Trade
Lesson Plan:  Letters to Loved Ones 
Grade Levels: 9
Time Frame: 3 class periods with 5 outside assignments
Objectives: 

 Students will:
1. Understand the importance of the China Trade to Salem and the United States.

2. Locate key ports of call related to the China Trade.
3. Identify products and resources that were traded between Salem and China.

4. Describe the life of a sailor on a trade ship and a resident of Salem.

Essential Questions: 
1. Why was the China Trade so crucial to the survival of the United States? 
2. How did Salem become a major player in the China Trade?

3. How was trade with China different from trade with other nations?
4. What was life like for a crewmember on a trade ship?
Procedure:


Day One –  
1. Review the textbook section on the struggles of the US as a young nation.
2. Discuss imperialism and the benefits of international trade.

3. Compare the status of America to European nations.  Describe the strength of the nations and reasons for each nation’s strength or weakness/loss of power on the world stage.

Day Two and Three
1. Review the lesson from Day 1.
2. Discuss the benefits of international trade and the value of trade with China specifically.
3. Describe ports of call on the route to China, Huang Po, and Canton.
4. Describe products and resources that were valued and traded.
5. Review primary documents and pictures.


Assignment
1. Pair off students.  Make one a crewmember and one a Salem resident.

2. The students will write a series of 5 letters to each other over the period of one week.

a. The students will write the letters as homework and “deliver” them to their partner the next day.
b. Students will “reply” to the letter as homework and deliver the next day.

c. Letters should refer to sites and sounds of foreign ports or sites and sounds of homes.

d. Replies should make reference to information in their partner’s letters.
Assessment

· Letters will be graded on the following criteria:
1. Length – should be 4-6 paragraphs long.
2. Completeness of information including: descriptions of location, current events, etc.
3. Originality.
Links to UEH Seminar

This lesson uses primary and secondary sources obtained at the UEH seminar.
Primary Resources


Beverly Historical Society
·  Journal of Voyage in Ship “John Tucker” to Calcutta and China.

· Objects in the Collection Folder – Kilham Family China
· Samual Blanchard to Abraham Kilham, 1796

· Charles Pearson to W. Abraham Kilham, 1810.

· Lovett Letter, 1805

· Lovett to A. Kilham, 1803

Massachusetts Historical Society 

· “Canton Weekly, November 5th, 1832; Vol. II, No. 28” Call#: Morse Family Business Papers, Ms.N-2236.
· “Canton Weekly, November 26th, 1832; Vol. II, No. 31.” Call# Morse Family Business Papers, Ms.N-2236.
· Cary, Emma Forbes. “Memories of Old Temple Place.” 1916. Call# China Trade Collection, Ms.N-49.76

· Magee, James. “Accounts with James & Thomas Lamb, 1790-1796.” Call#: James Magee Papers, Ms.N-1618

Wenham Public Library

· “The China Trade Post-Bag of the Seth Low Family of Salem and New York 1829-1873” Ed. Elma Loines. Manchester, ME: Falmouth Publishing House, 1953. Call#: Archives 929 LOINES


NARA
· Inward and Outbound Manifests 


Salem Public Library

· Smith, Philip Chadwick Foster. Dr. Bentley’s Salem: Diary of a Town. Salem, MA: Essex Institute, 1977. Call# 974.459D Sal.Coll

· The Ropes Mansion at Salem, MA. Salem, MA. Call# 974.457R Sal.Coll.


Ipswich Historical Society

· Images from the Heard Family Parlor.
