UEH Seminar Topic:  Immigration and Urbanization

Title: Building a Neighborhood: Immigration to Beverly in the 19th & 20th Centuries

Grade Levels:  Grade 11, U.S. History II

Time Frame: 2 - 3 days (84 minute blocks)

Links to Massachusetts History and Social Studies Frameworks:

MA Framework Strand: U.S. II - Industrial America and Its Emerging Role in International Affairs, 1870-1920

MA Framework Learning Standard(s) Addressed:

USII.2 Explain the important consequences of the Industrial Revolution. (H, E)

A. the growth of big business 

B. environmental impact 

C. the expansion of cities 

USII.3 Describe the causes of the immigration of Southern and Eastern Europeans, Chinese, Koreans, and Japanese to America in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and describe the major roles of these immigrants in the industrialization of America. (H)

The Frameworks listed below could also apply to this lesson:

3.11 Identify when the students’ own town or city was founded, and describe the different groups of people who have settled in the community since its founding.

4.15 Describe the diverse nature of the American people by identifying the distinctive contributions to American culture of: 

· major European immigrant groups who have come to America, locating their countries of origin and where they tended to settle in large numbers (e.g., English, Germans, Italians, Scots, Irish, Jews, Poles, and Scandinavians). 

· major Spanish-speaking (e.g., Cubans, Mexicans) and Asian (e.g., Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese) immigrant groups who have come to America in the 19th and 20th centuries, locating their countries of origin and where they tended to settle in large numbers.

4.16 Identify major immigrant groups that live in Massachusetts and where they now live in large numbers (e.g., English, Irish, Italians, French Canadians, Armenians, Greeks, Portuguese, Haitians, and Vietnamese) 

Concepts and Skills: 

6.  Distinguish between long-term and short-term cause and effect relationships.

7.  Show connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events  and ideas and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments.

8.  Interpret the past within a historical context rather than in terms of present-day norms and values.


9. Distinguish intended from unintended consequences.

Essential Objectives:

· Students will be able to understand and explain the push and pull factors for immigration to the United States.
· Students will be able to identify ways in which immigrants adapted to their new communities and also how their communities adapted to their arrival.
· Students will compare and contrast immigrant experiences from the past and present.
· Students will be able to interpret and compare different written and visual primary sources.

· Students will develop historical understanding and theorize the impact of immigration on Beverly, MA and how it connects to the larger immigration narrative.

· Students will be able to show connections, causal or otherwise, between historical events and ideas before, during, and after the major waves of immigration in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Essential Questions:

· What changes did the Industrial Revolution bring for the people and environment of the United States?

· Why did immigrants settle in Beverly? How did immigrants shape the community of  Beverly? How can the experiences of immigrants to Beverly be applied to other groups or to other regions?

· What has been the lasting impact(s) of immigration in Beverly? 

Procedure:

Prior to this lesson, students should have completed some background textbook readings on immigration to the United States.  Students should also have some understanding of the Gilded Age and the rapid industrialization that was taking place at the time that many immigrants arrived.  

Day One:

The first lesson asks students to consider why immigrants would want to come to the United States, and to Beverly, MA.  Students discuss the different factors encouraging immigration and the expectations the immigrants have of the United States and the expectations Americans have of the new immigrants.  Students begin to consider some of the social and economic impacts that immigration had on their hometown.  Part of the goal is to use Beverly as a case study for the larger immigration trends occurring in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Students should also consider if these trends still continue with newer immigrant groups.  This could be discussed with extension activities or in later lessons strictly on 20th century immigration.

1.  Students should be asked to think about push and pull factors for immigration.  Why would someone be willing to leave his or her homeland to travels thousands of miles to settle in a new country?  What would be some different factors that would bring any immigrant group to America?  Why do you think Italians would want to come to America?  Since many more Italians who left Italy went to other European countries and to South America, what specifically could have made the immigrants choose Beverly?  Students should recognize many political, economic, and social factors.

2.  Students will read Emma Lazarus’ poem, The New Colossus.  Based on the poem, students should theorize what new immigrants were expecting in the United States and what the perception of Lady Liberty was to foreigners immigrating to the U.S.

3.  Next, students will examine what was expected of new immigrants when they came to the United States.  Students will be broken up into small groups.  Each group will receive select pages from First Steps in Americanization: A Handbook for Teachers (pgs. 80 – 84) and two parts of First Lessons in English for Foreigners In Evening Schools (pgs. 16-19, 36-39, 83-85, 130-133, vocabulary section).  Students will examine the texts and answer the following questions:
· Who is the intended audience of the document?

· What are the key ideas of the lessons in the document?

· What key words and ideas are expressed in the lessons?

· The vocabulary section provides translations to English in German, Italian, Polish, and Yiddish. What clues does that give you to immigration in the late 19th and early 20th Century?

· What generalizations can you make about immigration, expectations for immigrants, and expectations of immigrants during this time?

· What impression of the United States do you think the publishers were trying to give new immigrants of the United States?

· Imagine you were a new immigrant to the United States.  What impression of the United States would you have based on these English lessons?  

4.  Students should read in class (or finish for homework) “Tragedy of the Lasting Machine” and answer the following questions:

· What new invention is changing the shoe industry in 1898?  How is it changing the industry?

· Why were manufacturers interested in buying the new machines?

· What problems have the new machines brought for the laster?  How has the job changed?

· What different immigrant groups are mentioned by the author?  

· What were the author's views of unions, strikes, and immigrants?  How do you know?  How does he justify these viewpoints?

· Overall, what were the pros and cons of the mechanization of the shoe industry?  How will the industry change and what impact(s) do you think this will have on traditional shoe making towns/cities?

Day 2 - 3
The next lesson asks students to continue thinking about how immigration and industrialization would impact the community.  The focus of this lesson will be on The United Shoe Machinery Company (the “Shoe”) which was built in Beverly, MA in 1903.  Students will trace the changing face of the city, especially the neighborhood around the factory, by examining city maps, city directories, and photographs.  Students will analyze how the city and neighborhood changed over time.  Students will also consider how the neighborhood would continue to change throughout the 20th century and today because of immigration and deindustrialization.  These activities can be completed in stations will students then reporting their findings or by all students in small groups.

1.  Students will read “The United Shoe Machinery Corporation comes to Beverly and leaves a big impact (1899 to 1987)” in Reflections of Mid-Century Beverly and “Gloucester Crossing: In the Shoe's Shadow”.  While reviewing these two documents, the following questions will be answered:

· Why did the United Shoe Machinery Corporation build their new factory in Beverly in 1902 versus other cities?

· What incentives did the city use to encourage the factory to come?  Why do you think city leaders wanted the factory in Beverly?

· What challenges were there to building the factory?  How were the challenges overcome?  

· What role did immigrants have in constructing and maintaining the factory?
· How did the Shoe change living and working conditions in Beverly?  How was the population of Beverly tied to the factory?

· What were the connections between the Shoe and Gloucester Crossing?

· How did the Shoe impact taxes, education, housing, population, and services in Beverly?

· What were the pros and cons of working at the Shoe?  Consider the benefits – could all employees participate in the perks? Why/not?

· Overall, what impact did the Shoe have on the community?  What would happen if they Shoe were to close?

· Does the Cummings Center today fill the void left by the closing of the Shoe?  Does it provide the same opportunities or activities?  

2.  Students will examine photographs of the Gloucester Crossing neighborhood and the Shoe, maps of the neighborhood surrounding the Shoe, and city directories.  Based on these sources, the following questions will be discussed:

· While looking at the map, list reasons why this neighborhood might attract a lot of immigrants.  (Some local knowledge of the neighborhood by the students will be helpful with this question.)  Does this area still attract newcomers to Beverly?  Why/not?

· What do you notice about the landscape of Beverly around the factory?  How did the shoe change the landscape?  

· What opportunities did the Shoe provide it's workers?  What provides those opportunities today in Beverly?

3.  Students will be given different pages from city directories in Beverly from the early 20th century.  The directory includes not only names, but street listings from Wards 1, 3, and 5.  Each small group will be assigned an area around the Shoe to look up in the city directory.  Each group will be required to recreate what the area would have looked like and report back to the class. Students should consider:

· Based on the last names, what does the ethnic make-up of the area appear to be?

·  Does it appear that the area is homogeneous or ethnically diverse?

· How many and what types of businesses are in the area? 

· Are the families running the businesses also living nearby in the neighborhood?

· Examine the same street but from separate directories.  What do you notice?  Are people staying in the same homes or leaving the neighborhood?  How does the neighborhood change and stay the same over time?

When students report back to the class, further discussions should examine how the neighborhood could then be defined.  Where were people living, working, and being entertained?  Did they need to leave the few square blocks around them to fulfill their needs?  Given the closeness to the Shoe, is there any indication of how many people living in the neighborhood worked at the Shoe?  What organizations do they think existed (if any) to help new immigrants to Beverly?  Do these organizations still exist?  Students should also be asked to consider how this relates to their own lives.  Can they find the variety of businesses in their own neighborhoods today?  Do they still define their neighborhood by ethnicity or by some other factor?

3.  As a final research project, students will be required to choose up to five houses within the neighborhood and trace what happens at the address. Do the family names stay the same or change?  What are the occupations of the residents?  Do those stay or change?  Finally, they will write an essay outlining the changes over time at the addresses and comment on what changes and continuities they see happening in the neighborhood.  They should focus on social, economic, and religious changes that may have occurred.  For instance, has the demographics of the neighborhood changed; is there one dominate ethnic group in the area or has it become more mixed?  Also, attention should be made to the businesses and job opportunities in the neighborhood.   If possible, students should travel to the addresses and comment on the current uses of the properties.  Within their essays, they should discuss possible reasons for any changes and continuities in the neighborhood, city, county, state, and/or nation.

Links to UEH Seminar: 

Dr. Duclos-Orsello's lecture focused on the migration of many different immigrant groups, but especially Italians, to the United States in the late 19th and early 20th Century.  Italians were one of the largest immigrant groups that migrated to Beverly during this time, both to construct the factory and to fill jobs at the factory.  Dr. Duclos-Orsello's discussion of Italian migration, debates over ethnicity, and the links between migration to the growth of industry, and labor activism helped to frame and shape this lesson.    

Assessment:

Students will be assessed based on their participation in class discussions.  They must demonstrate an understanding of the many factors (national and global) that encouraged immigration at the end of the 19th century.  

Students will also be assessed on their small group presentations of the city directory information.  They should identify major businesses and family connections on the city blocks. They should also be able to justify their characterizations of the Gloucester Crossing community. 

Students will be assessed on their continuities and change over time essays on buildings in the Gloucester Crossing and Shoe neighborhoods. 

Students will be assessed on the thoughtfulness and thoroughness of their answers in the discussions.  They will also be assessed on their participation.  Exam questions will also gauge their comprehension of causes and effects of immigration.  Finally, their CCOT essays will also be used to see how the neighborhood is today.

Alternative assessments:

The following assignments could also be assigned following this lesson:

1.  Students could do a walking tour of the Gloucester Crossing neighborhood and/or the residential neighborhood near the current Cummings Center noting how similar and different the neighborhood is today compared to the map and city directory work they did before.  Attention should be paid to names on the mailboxes, the types of homes (single-family, condo, apt.), and the types of businesses that are present.  A compare and contrast essay could be written to summarize their findings.

2.  Students could use city directories, phone books, and census records to trace one family in the neighborhood.  When did they arrive?  When did they leave?  Did they move around a lot? Are they still in Beverly?  A report could chronicle the movements of the family.

3.  Students could conduct interviews with people who worked at the Shoe or with people who remember growing up when their parents worked at the Shoe, and prepare an oral history report.

4.  Students could interview an immigrant from another ethnic group and compare and contrast the older and newer immigrant experiences.

5.  Students could research their own family’s immigrant history and report on the causes and effects of immigration.  Students could focus on how their family kept and lost some of their traditions from their ancestor’s homeland.  How their family assimilated could also be discussed.

6.  Students could also compare and contrast earlier and later waves of immigration.  Is it neighborhood associations, community churches, local government, state government, or the federal government that looks out for immigrants today?  What resources are there to help new immigrants?  Were these available before?  Why might they be available today?  Why have some ways of assimilating immigrants disappeared?  Why do they think that happened?

7.  Students could investigate the reactions towards the Italian community in Beverly.  By researching newspaper clippings of the time, were they seen as an asset or a detriment to the community?  How does that compare to more recent immigrants in Beverly or to other areas of the country?
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