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THE CALAMITY

h which our city has been this week vis-

engrosees, with its sad details, the
le public attention, and we yiclded our
re space to-day, to the record of the ap-
ng affair, by which death has been
B \indiag wodied, und SOrrow to
" & multitude of hearth-stones, We
» neither space or inclination for com-
ts; the heart grows sick as it contem-
es the horrid catastrophe, which has
lo Tawrence a public mourning place,
her people a weeping community. The
1t sucteeding the sad affair was pervaded
the deepest gloom. Surely the afflicting
d of the Almighty, is laid heavily upon
and may we discern the lesson He would
vey in this dispensation.

f}?});ﬁing Calamity !
I of the Pemberton Mill

Fea,rﬁif Loss of Life!

d Hiesoeria
Our city, the present week, has been made
. scerie of one of the most heart-rending
tastrophies upon record, which has plung-
“the' entire 'community in gloom, and
ought death and desolation to hundreds of
At about 10 minutes of five, on
Pemberton Mills,
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wildly to and fro; knowingmot where to look
or in what direction to search; and as one
after another of the dead or badly wounded
were taken from the ruin, and recogrized by
friends, the most agonizing shrieks, groans
and cries filled theair.  Here was a husband
who had escaped: almost by miracle, with
face as white as snow, from the effects of the
fearful disaster, and his still greater anxiety
for his.yet missing companion, wildly search-
ing for any trace of his wife, who was also
within the Mill ; there was a mother, wring-

/ing her hands in the most intense -afony of

degvair; at the fearin® havipg lost #15 Grighy
liti:,e girl of her hopes; and on every hand”
wetre mothers and sisters,brothers and fathers,

in the deepest anguish, awaiting  tidings of

of. their missing relatives, while the extent

and sudden fearfulness of the calamity, stir-

red the entire community to excited sympa-

thy and interest. = Never has such a scene

fallen beneath ‘our eye, and we hope to be

spared the deep sadness of another.

The ruins were constantly covered by the
hundreds who willingly engaged in the ser-
vice, and scores'of saws, bars, and axes were
plied with constant earnestress, while by
hooks and ropes the dissevered portions of
roof, floors, beams ‘an’ machinery, were
dragged from the pile o the yard below.
As night came onjkL.ge bonfires, fed*from
the ruins, were enkindled in the yard, to af-
ford light for the prosecution’ of the work,
which for hours went rapidly on; layer after
layer of fragments were removed, and many
of the buried beings, some unharmed, oth-
ers more or less injured, and occasionally a
dead body, were rescued, until just before
ten o’clock, when the hearts which had been
cheered and' encouraged by success, were
chilled, and hope sank, by the appalling cry
of

The Ruins on Fire!

During the  evening, the utmast care had
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vast was the amount of iron intermingled
with the whole, that success was impossible,
and a’ﬁout midnigh_t‘?ﬁ% fire broke forth with
new vigor, and soon enveloped
The Iintire Mass in Flames!

Rendering the conition of the remaining
sufferers beyond bsse,, Shooting upward
with intense heat, the fire quickly communi-
cated with the wing left standing, making
one of the hottest fires our city has witnessed-—
its lurid  glare illuﬁ»inating the entire city,
and being\s\een. for rrLj*; around. The Pem-
berton Boz}r.‘."ipg B}f’c “nn the opposite side
'of ilie candiythe '-zs;i);iiigg:)n “NllE wikg
building, on fhe westy and the Duck Mill, on
the east, were for tlme ‘ti‘me in imminent
danger from the great heat, and were only
preserved from desthuction by the most la-
borious exertion of tlie firemen, who contest-
ed with ' courageous toolness the progress of
the devastating element; but only for the
force-pumps of the two corporations, the re-
sult might have bein doubtful. At about
one o'clock, the wallslof the remaining wing
of the Pembertor | Mill fell, and the
fury of the fire was considerably decreas-
ed, although the heited mass required 2
deluge of water ere the work of removing
could be re-commended.

In addition to the force afforded by our
own department, there were present, engine
companies Spiggot No. 1, and Tiger No."2,
(manned by boys,) of Methuen, Merrimack
and Shawshin of North “Andover, Phillips
and Cochickewick of Andover, Tiger and
Exeelsior of Lowellj and about 3 o’clock,
the Steamer, Amn&:\eag, of Manchester,
which had been telegraphed, came upon the
ground, and rendered efficient service; there
was also, eleven streams from the Washing-
ton Mills force pumps, and several from the
Duck. - )

Our home fir "“n are deserving the high-
for the unwearied and
Syyno trial was too

est commend
self -sacrificin

of those escaped with their lives, is a matter
of wonder, especially to any one who saw
the sad spectacle presented by the confused
and broken mass ; - while the preservation of
so large a proportion of the whole number,
appears almost or quite a miracle.

We arrived at the spot perhaps six min-
utes after the crash, and at that time, each
minute witnessed new escapes. From every
portion of the wreck could be seen hands
and limbs projecting from _ the crevices, and
here and there a person, perhaps somewhat
disfigured, dragging his body from the ruins.
The fathering arowd. yushed to, ihe rescue,
and scores thus escaped, either aldne or with
little assistance—including some from every
room and portion of the mill, and, somewhat
surprisingly, those in the upper story ap-
peared generslly to have been most fortunate
in their fall.

The Spectacle Presented

During the night of Tuesday, was indeed
dreary enough ; as might have been expect-
ed, the entire populace were intensely excited
and while at least 1500 men were at work
on and about ‘the wreck, the adjacent yards
and streets were literally a moving mass of
humanity ; hundreds, yes, thousands had
friends employed within the mill, and in the
wild confusion consequent upon so fearful a
tradegy, were flying hither and thither in
search of friends, while the rescued were
received with the most intense joy and re-
lief. From every (iuarter were secured car-
riages in which to ‘remove the dead and
wounded, while ealle for bedding, eloths, and
clothing, met with the most generous re-
sponse from our citizens. Conspicuous
among the workmen, laboring with the most
inteuse zeal, and rendering most efficient
service was Ex-Mayor Oliver, while in
another section, Postmaster Watson was
among the foremost in the labors of love,
and to whose presence of mind not a few
R AT o0 S A 81 AR T i e

_ common that night, it must have been soo

A Sad Record.

Mr. Lafayette Branch, overseer of the
drawing-in room, is ' the only overseer miss-
ing,and up to the time of our going to
press, his body had not been recovered. Mr.
Branch was last year a member of the Com-
mon Courieil, an upright and capable man,
much loved by all who knew his worth, Con-
nected with his loss, is an item of consider-
able interest ; about midnight, Tuesday, as
one of the scholars of the Grammar School,
under Mr. Walton, was crossing the Common,
from the scene of ylisaster, he picke !
thi main walk) & E}L_r:lh‘{jrit"udux{n'- NN
proved to belong to Mr. Branch)
he was accustomed to carry in his coat p‘
et; as Mr. B. had it when going into |
mill, and as, amid the constant crossing‘

seen and taken, lying upon the snow, if ‘it
had remained there any length of time, ite
position has caused much speculation ; but as
the coat in which it was carried was never
worn by Mr. Branch while at his work, the
book was probably thrown from the poeket,
and the coat very likely torn to tattersin the
general destruction, and subsequently been
picked up among the ruing and dropped, lor,
being found valueless, thrown away the spot
where found.

An only brother of W. J. Rolfe, Esq., Prin-
cipal of the High School, was killed, and his
mangled corpse taken out of the ruingion
Wednesday.

Mr. Morris Paliner,a second hand, was
buried in the fall, and had been nearly
reached by the workmen upon the outside,
when the flames broke out near the spot
where he was confined, Suffering from se-
yere injuries, Mr. Palmer begged the com-.
pany to save him from death, and as bj
hope gave out, on approagh of the fire, s;
he should end his sufferings by cutting
own throat; He was cheered by his o
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