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Gloucester Cross

BY JAY LINDSAY

hen discussing her

neighborhood with

fellow Beverly citi-

zens, Gloucester

Crossing resident
Elyse Cotreau's self-consciousness
shows through.

"] always do everything with but."
said Elyse Cotreau. "1 live in Glouces-
ter Crossing, but it's because my fa-
ther is a homeowner there. I live in
Gloucester Crossing. but...(etc.) |
shouldn't do that. 1t took a long time
for me to get the pride.”

Talk to neighborhood residents,
and that pride is as evident as the hun-
dreds of kids that fill the streets in
summertime. Even so, like Cotreau,
some residents find the pride isn't al-
ways easy to carry outside the neigh-
borhood. You see, people in Glouces-
ter Crossing know how some Beverly
residents view their neighborhood.
They may not always care, but they
know.

"Certain people do look down on
us." said Louis Balboni of Beckford
Street.

“It's had a stigma for many years."
said Bunny MacArthur, who grew up
in Gloucester Crossing. "It's unfair to
a lot of hardworking people here. It
makes us work harder. We know its
not true."

That's not to deny that there are le-
gitimate reasons why Gloucester
Crossing has a sour side to its reputa-
fion. At times, the neighborhood has
been plagued with drugs and general
neglect. And even though recent years
have brought fewer crimes and better
aesthetics to the area, residents still
fight for respect and against a return

.to the problems of yesterday.

"It's obvious that things have gotten
better, all you have to do is take a ride
through," said Bruce MacArthur, [in
an interview a few months before his
death.] Mr. MacArthur was a
Gloucester Crossing property owner,
known to many of his neighbors as
the unofficial "mayor" of the area.
"But now it's perhaps holding its own.
1 wouldn't say it's on an upswing...
The solutions are not simple."[he said
at the time].

Gloucester Crossing was born at
the turn of the century, shortly before
the United Shoe corporation opened
for business in its shadow in 1903. A
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The neighborhood's
total dependence on the
factory's fortunes was

evident during shift
changes, when scores of

Shoe employees filed
over the footbridge that

spanned the railroad
tracks, jamming the
streets before
disappearing into their
homes.

Today an estimated 400 children fil
the neighborhood's seven streets

"Children in a neighborhood is a
sign of health. of growth," said
MacArthur, who raised 14 children of
his own.

The abundance of children has
proven to be a link that brings the par-
ents closer together, MacArthur said.
But children haven't always been able
to save Gloucester Crossing.

For the past three decades, the
neighborhood has had a higher than
normal crime rate, a fact that some
residents said can be linked to prob-
fems that sometimes accompany its
large concentration of low income
housing. Drugs were a severe prob-
lem in the mid-'80s, until Bennett
Street became the site of a major drug
bust. More recently, house breaks, do-
mestic abuse, and vandalism have
been key areas of concern.

"They have had difficulties," said
Ward 3 councillor Joyce Golin. "But
there's a core group of people who re-
ally work hard to solve them.”

The nucleus of that group is the
Gloucester Crossing Improvement
Association (GCIA). Formed approx-
imately 10 years ago, the Association
stays in people's face. It demands bet-
ter services from the city, such as the
recently increased police presence.
and demands a better neighborhood
from its residents.

"People find out they can have an
impact on where they live," said Vin-
cent Coutreau, past president of the




