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DO\MNTO}VN
ROLAND DAMTANI

ROLAND DAMIANI
AN ITALIAN SHOE MACHINE WORKER
INTERVIEWED-BY ^^e RTON R LOVETT, 18 MAY 1939

es, I was at the testimonial banquet. The Italians are all s^oTy t9.ha19 Miss

Driver retire. Sh" h;;;;"t ftittiipA of the Washington School for 3L years'

Wrdt; new principal, the school.will be different'

Sure, I was u p,rpilut 1tu.school. Most of the ltalians lived in the

Washington district.
"'"'"'ffii;;';ilh;italians admire her? well, she was always kind and fair. she

treated the Italian children as nicelyus those of American birth' she also was a

real friend to the 
"il;;i"liut 

r. ir,iys righ! she got acquainted 11ith Italian

parents. Mss Dnver had many **h;;3 f; th"fr, dso parties. she taught the

mothers American waYS'
It was u" riuri#f,anq.,"t all right. The Community Club managed it' over

300 sat dor,rrn to dinner.
No,I grrus thuino other principal:":t t:::\"":d such a tribute' She

d"r"*"Jit. Tn" fvfuyor mad.e a fine speech. So did Mr. Silverio.

Oh, I did. not make a."ut ,p"Jin -;|tt iew words from memories and the

heart.
well, you'd be surprised, I was often a source of trouble in school' I liked

fun and mischief.l;;r-pilth"a *""y ti1t"es. Once I 'lt P]*sh99 with a ruler'

Nowadays things are di?ferent. Some 6t th" boys would bdhelped by a licking'

What did I do? M;t tirir,gr, U,rt noi-,init!.t.rlt J F"* spit 6a[s. i teased the

sirls. The nrl who sat is front of *"lii"t her hair in my inkwell. The time I got

ii.tua, t tfit the teacher with a sling-shot'
Miss Driv"r 

""t".ttood 
bofs. Once I fought with an Irish kid' It was

recess. She madJur riiiog"n", irih". oiri.e. ff["r school she talked to us' and

we shookhands.
Yes, I know that many American parents.did.not want their children to go

to the Washingto" S.f't""f. It'was bl"u,tsb they didn't understand' They were

snobs. There ir rro u"tt"r school i" th;;it.Jti"n"r had any patience with such

o*"ttlou 
know that the Italians are just as smart as any, and just as _good.. The

American children do not have ut',y #"t"poly on mu'..nets or brains' Who leads

the classes in high school?
sure,I know, the prejudice has almost disappeared. I'm glad' My children

wi11 have every #fi;ry]i. Th;t;" as good Aqelcan as yon own' Mr' Lovett'

Thanks, it is natural for p*"tttt i. B" proud' I do not it'tint that an Italian

name is much of a handicaP now'
oh, I *" ii;ti;;df" "i 

n" United Shoe Machinerv' You have heard

asain that some"*-r-;;d"t *tfLU" made at the factoryi I know nothing

aEfinite. I have seen no preparations'
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