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DOWNTOWN
ROLAND DAMIANI

ROLAND DAMIANI
AN ITALIAN SHOE MACHINE WORKER
INTERVIEWED BY MERTON R. LOVETT, 18 MAY 1939

es, I was at the testimonial banquet. The Italians are all sorry to have Miss
Driver retire. She has been Principal of the Washington School for 31 years.
With a new principal, the school will be different.

Sure, I was a pupil at her school. Most of the Italians lived in the
Washington district.

Why did the Italians admire her? Well, she was always kind and fair. She
treated the Italian children as nicely as those of American birth. She also was a
real friend to the older Italians. That's right, she got acquainted with Italian
parents. Miss Driver had many meetings for them, also parties. She taught the
mothers American ways.

It was an Italian banquet all right. The Community Club managed it. Over
300 sat down to dinner.

No, I guess that no other principal ever received such a tribute. She
deserved it. The Mayor made a fine speech. So did Mr. Silverio.

Oh, I did not make a real speech —just few words from memories and the
heart.

Well, you’d be surprised, 1 was often a source of trouble in school. I liked
fun and mischief. T was punished many times. Once [ was punished with a ruler.
Nowadays things are different. Some of the boys would be helped by a licking.
What did I do? Many things, but nothing serious. I threw spit balls. I teased the
girls. The girl who sat is front of me — I put her hair in my inkwell. The time I got
licked, T hit the teacher with a sling-shot.

Miss Driver understood boys. Once I fought with an Irish kid. It was
recess. She made us sit together in her office. After school she talked to us, and
we shook hands.

Yes, I know that many American parents did not want their children to go
to the Washington School. It was because they didn’t understand. They were
anobs. There is no better school in the city. I never had any patience with such
parents.

You know that the Italians are just as smart as any, and just as good. The
American children do not have any monopoly on manners or brains. Who leads
the classes in high school?

Sure, I know, the prejudice has almost disappeared. I'm glad. My children
will have every opportunity. They are as good American as yon own, Mr. Lovett.

Thanks, it is natural for parents to be proud. I do not think that an Italian
name is much of a handicap now.

Oh, 1 see little change at the United Shoe Machinery. You have heard
again that some rifles or guns will be made at the factory? I know nothing
definite. I have seen no preparations.
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