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Of the fifty or more races represented in the immigrant popula-
tion of the United States, the Greeks make the strongest appeal
to our imagination. Try as we will, we cannot help associating
them with the great history, although now so remote, of the coun-
try from which most of them have come. We not only connect
them with that history in a general way, but we link them up in
our minds with its great outstanding figures — with Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle, with Pericles, with Demosthenes, with Herodotus
and Thucydides, with Praxiteles and Phidias, with Aeschylus,
Euripides, and Sophocles, with Homer — where shall the list end?
Whether they can rightfully claim such ancestry, we do not stop
to consider. They bear the name of Greek and that fact alone
appeals to us and quickens our imagination.

We see even the humblest bearer of the name Greek against
a background recalling many of the noblest achievements in human
history. The Greek bootblack who shines our shoes suggests the
place where

“The mountains look on Marathon
And Marathon looks on the sea,”

although he may have come from some remote village of Laconia;
or the fruit vendor who sells us bananas from his push cart calls
up a picture of “hundred-gated Thebes”, a city of which more than
likely he had never heard. Behind the quarter given over to the
Greeks in any of our cities, however dilapidated, over-crowded,
and even noisome such a quarter may be rises, in our mind’s eye,
a vision of the Acropolis.
Number.

How many Greeks are there in America?

The census of the population of the United States taken in 1910
gives the number of inhabitants born in Greece or born here of parents



