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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES.
ADOPTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS OF DELEGATES.

We, the men and women assembled in the First International
Woman Suffrage Conference, held in Washington, U. S. A., February
12— 18, 1902, do hereby declare our faith in the following principles :

1. That men and women are born equally free and independent
members of the human race; equally endowed with talents and
intelligence, and equally entitled to the free exercise of their individual
rights and liberty.

2. That the natural relation of the sexes is that of inter-depend-
ence and cooperation, and that a repression of the rights of one
inevitably works injury to the other, and to the whole race.

3. That in all lands, those laws, creeds, and customs which have
tended to restrict women to a position of dependence; to discourage
their mental training; to repress the development of their natural
gifts, and to subordinate their individuality, have been based upon
false theories, and have produced an artificial and unjust relation of
the sexes in modern society.

4. That self-government in the home and the State should be
the inalienable right of every normal adult, and in consequence no
individual woman can “owe obedience” to an individual man, as
prescribed by old marriage forms, nor can women as a whole owe
obedience to men as a whole as required by modern government.

5. That the refusal to recognize women as individual members
of society, entitled to the right of self-government, has resulted in
social, legal, and economic injustice to them, and has intensified the
existing economic disturbances throughout the world.

6. That governments which impose taxes and laws upon their
women citizens without giving them the right of consent, or dissent,
which is granted to men citizens, exercise a tyranny inconsistent with
just government.

7. That the ballot is the only legal and permanent means of
defending the rights to “life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness” pro-
nounced inalienable by the American Declaration of Independence,
and accepted as inalienable by all civilized nations; therefore, women
should be vested with all rights and privileges of electors in a repre-
sentative form of government. 0

" 8 Thay™ the t rgpidly Edev'ezlf;plng!i:}liéﬂigieﬁc@ of women, resulting
froth stedvseducationdl: opportlutitics; ‘and the important position in the
economic world into which women, haye heen. forced by the com-
micieta) qfrangés: of thé dast h&lf.icq‘nft,nér,':calg {or the immediate con-
giderattah’ O this problem: by:the fations «of the world.

Signed:*

SusanN B. AnteONY, U. S. GuoruN DrewseN, Norway.
Vina GorpsterN, Australia. CaroLiNA Huiposro, Chile.
NCE FENwick Miiier, England. Aw~xna H. Smaw, U. S.
AnrtoNiE StoLLe, Germany. RacueL Foster Avery, U. S.
Emumy Evarp, Sweden. CArriE CHAPMAN CarT, U, S.

! Time prevented the submission of the Declaration to Miss Fensham of Turkey and Madam
Friedland of Russia, 4
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11.
EVENING, 8 O’CLOCK.

Execurive Committee MEETING at the Riggs House.
Roll Call. i
Consideration of Plan of Work.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12.
MORNING, ¢.30 O’'CLOCK.

Execurive CommirTee MEeeTING at the Riggs House.
Roll Call.
Miscellaneous Business.

MORNING, 11 O’'CLOCK.
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE.

AFTERNOON, 2.30 O’CLOCK.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

CONVENTION CALLED TO ORDER by the President, Carrie Chapman Catt.

Prayer — Rev. John Van Schaick, Jr.

Congregational Singing — Led by Miss Etta L. Maddox, Baltimore.

Report of Executive Committee.

Credential Report — Harriet Taylor Upton, Chairman.

Appointment of Committees — Finance, Courtesies, Credentials, Reso-
lutions.

Appointment of Time-keepers and Convention Pages.
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