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THE LEGAL CONDITION OF WOMEN
IN MASSACHUSETTS,

My object, in the following pages, is to present an outline of the
law of Massachusetts affecting women, as distinguished from men,
with occasional comments. The law of this commonwealth, how-
ever, is so like that of most of the States, that the greater part of
what I write will apply to many of the others.

Nothing more than a mere sketch, and that an imperfect one, is
possible within the limits that I propose. I shall aim to present the
most important features of the system ; though even of these many
of the qualifications, distinctions, and exceptions will be necessarily
passed without notice. A large and instructive volume in regard to
the subject might be written. :

Most people have a general idea of the legal disabilities of the
female sex. But very few, except lawyers, understand, in their full
extent, the oppression and annoyance to which our system subjects
women, until some hard case directs their attention to a particular
form of this injustice.

The Declaration of Independence proclaims that ‘ all men are
created equal,”’ and have unalienable rights. We all admit this.
And it is conceded that the word ¢ men ’” here includes persons of
both sexes, and the word “‘ equal >’ means equality of rights, not of
capacity. ;

When Jefferson wrote these words, which have been cited many
thousands of times, and can never be too deeply impressed upon us,
he was, no doubt, far from thinking of all the applications of the
truth he was publishing. ;

The. Constitution of Massachusetts, following the Declaration,
says,  All men are born free and equal,” and have unalienable
rights.
g’.l’ho Constitution of Massachusetts denies suffrage to woman, and
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