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7o the Hon. Henry W. Bramr, U. 8. Senator from New
Hampshire : —

Dear Sir,— During the last week of the last session of
Congress 1 received, under cover of your own frank, a copy of
your Report of the Select Committee on Woman Suffrage, de-
livered to the Senate of the United States, December 8, 1886.
In it you make a lengthy quotation from a pamphlet of mine,
entitled “ Letters from a Chimney Corner.” It appears to me
that in the argument drawn from this quotation you mistake
utterly the point at issue, and it is my purpose in this letter to
direct your attention to this mistake, and to put the argument
upon its proper basis. I shall also comment upon certain other
considerations put forth therein.

The quotation referred to is too long for the limits of a letter
like this. The argument briefly is, that neither the man nor the
woman is individually the representative of the genus homo, but
that, according to nature and revelation, the two united make
one, and that to each constituent of that union certain distinct
powers and properties belong, each dependent upon the other,
in a minor way, for proper fulfilment. You say, “If upon this
account woman is to be denied suffrage, then man equally should.
be denied the ballot, if his highest and final estate is to be some-
thing else than a mere individual.”

Now, marriage is that partnership upon which the i-ight order
of society and the right perpetuation of the species depends.
The question is, whether each partner shall keep to that line of
labor which Nature has marked out, or whether of woman shall
be demanded, not only her own share of the labor, but also a
large part of that which belongs to*man. For, let us notice,
that while it may be granted that woman has the physical capa-
city to cast a ballot, man has not the physical capacity to bear




