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- WOMAN SUFFRAGE A RIGHT,
NOT A PRIVILEGE.

SPEAKING in reference to men, Chief Justice Parker says :

Copyright Y “The elective franchise . . . is the vital principle of a
By Witiam I BowDITCH: republican government,” and “the right of voting in such
1879 a government as ours . . . cannot be infringed without pro-

ducing an injury to the party.”

But if suffrage for a man cannot be infringed upon even
once without doing him an injury, can we deny it to women
altogether and yet do them no wrong ?

Why are we men sure that we ought to have the right of
Suffrage ?

Is it because the Statute of 1874, the General Statutes of
1860, or the Revised Statutes of 1836, or any other mere law,
defines the qualifications of age, sex, residence, intelligence,
taxation, etc., which we possess, and which we are required to
possess before we can vote? No! we do not admit that the
right has been given to us by any Legislature. We have
elected the Legislatures. They are our substitutes or agents.
It is the principal who confers power, not the agent.

Is it because the amendments to the Constitution define
the qualifications of voters to be those which we now possess,
and which we are required to possess before we can vote ?
No! Amendment 3 (1821) and Amendment 20 (1857) now
define the qualifications of voters for State office! Neither

! The same qualifications are prescribed by law (1874, c. 376) for voters for
city, town, county, and national officers,




