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WOMAN SUFFRAGE A MENACE TO SOCIAL REFORM

Intelligent women who are interested
in public affairs have now a large influ-
ence in bringing about advanced social
legislation. Woman suffrage destroys
this non-partisan power of women and
gives them nothing worth having in its
place. This doctrine has been maintained
by anti-suffragists for many years, and
ite truth is comstantly confirmed by
events in suffrage states. Women outside
politics can bring their influence to bear
upon men of all political parties. The loss
of this non-partisan influence is a seri-
ous one. Social workers and club women
in large numbers seem to be blind as to
this danger. They have apparently ac-
cepted the misinformation which suffrage
speakers generously supply as to how
suffrage will work, instead of studying the
happenings in suffrage states and learn-
ing for themselves how it does work.
Many excellent laws now on our statute
books are there largely owing to the non-
partisan influence of club women and s0-
cial workers who have worked unitedly
to put th&m there. These women seem-
ingly do not realize that their nower will
be gone when they are divided into po-
litical parties. Many of them are appar-
ently too ignorant of politics to undes-
stand that as voters it is only the men
for whom they will vote that they can in-
fluence.

A despatch from Topeka, Kansas, de-
geribing the recent campaign in that
state says that three years ago the Kan-
gas Federation of Women's Cluts lined
up solidly for suffrage, and won it—and
that they have not been lined up solidly
for anything since! Instead of throwing
their influence as @ unit for good legis-
lation, as women’s clubs are wont to do
in male suffrage states, these women are
divided into Republicans, Democrats,
Progressives and Socialists, and the fric-
tion among them is greater than ever
before.

At the time Jane Addams joined the
Progressive party it was very striking
that such ardent suffragists as Ida Hus-
ted Harper and Edward Devine, editor
of “The Survey,” should have protested
publicly in the strongest terms against
her action. They realized perfectly that
political partisanship narrows a woman’s
sphere of influence, and that Miss Ad-
dams as a member of the Progressive par-
ty could exercise no influence upon Dem-
ocrats and Republicans. She had before
been able to reach men of all parties,
but now her field had suddenly become
immensely restricted in its scope. And
while Mrs. Harper and Mr. Devine were
perfectly willing, even eager, that other
women should enter politics and ally
themselves withi political parties, Miss
Addams was too valuable to the causes
they had at heart—namely, suffrage and
social service—for them to view with
equanimity such a narrowing of her fieid
of influence.

In an article on the “Legislative Influ-
ence of Unenfranchised Women,” by
Mary R. Beard, which appeared in the
“Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science” for Novem-
ber, 1914, Mrs. Beard, although an ar-
dent suffragist, admits that women with-
out the vote have been a strong influence
toward good legislation. She says:

“National as well as state legislation
has been affected by women, if the testi-
mony of men like Harvey W. Wiley is
accepted. In his campaign for pure food
laws, he stated repeatedly that his
strongest support came from women’s or-
ganizations. That support was not pas-
sive and moral, merely expressed to him
privately, but these women inundated
congress with letters, telegrams, petitions
pleading for the passage of the laws in
question. These communications were
presented to congress by their recipients
who often urged as their reason for sup-




