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O~ a night so bitterly cold, in mid-winter, only warm hearts
would bring so many of you hither. It is just that which this cause

yeds, — warm hearts.

T do not propose to speak upon that genmeral theme, women’s
rights ; nor to raise the long-debated and unimportant question of
the equality of the sexes. It will scarcely be denied that men are
superior to women, as men; and that women are immeasurably
superior to men, as women ; while both of them together are more
than a match for either of them separately.

But the only question needful for the purpose which I have in
view is this: Are women, as much as men, in the education and
development of society, fitted for enlarged functions, and shall they
be allowed, like men, to discharge all offices of life for which they
are fitted ?

Since the beginning, men have grown more and more valuable.
I do not refer to that fundamental value derived to us from our
relations to God, and which are the same in all, unaffected by bar-
barism or civilization, and are the foundations on which stand all
secondary rights, civil and social. But, while man’s spiritual value
does not change nor grow, his secular value does. ~As members of
civil society, men are valuable by the amounts which they severally
add to the social, moral, or civil elements of the commonwealth.
The wise, diligent, ingenious, trustworthy, frugal, enterprising,
religious-minded citizen is worth vastly more to society than the
negligent, wasteful, and indolent man. Whatever apparent excep-
tions may appear, men have increased in power from age to age, and
are of more political and industrial worth at this time than ever:
before. They are worth more as mechanics, hushandmen, . and
‘ahorers ; as inventors and factors ; as civilians and citizens. Man’s
capacities of thought and execution have increased, and are increas-
ing. We eagerly expect greater development. This is the boast
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