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NearLy four hundred years have passed away, since Africa
was first invaded by a band of European kidnappers, who, tak-
ing possession of several parts of its coast, seized by force, or
obtained by bribery and barter, a considerable number of the
confiding but hapless natives. From that time to the present
hour, the slave trade has gradually increased until its enormity

and extent are such as to shock the sensibilities of the civilized‘

world, and to inspire one common sentiment of indignation and
horror among all classes of men. The flame of the first African
habitation that was burnt has never been extinguished, but has
spread from house to house, from village to village, from river
to river, until the entire coast is wrapt in one general blaze,
and the light of the conflagration is seen all over the world.
Scarcely had the first bereaved family uttered its shrieks of de-

~ spair, ere another and another and another was torn asunder by

the unpitying kidnapper ; and the bereavement has continued to
spread, with the rapidity and fatality of the pestilence, until
scarcely a tribe, or a village, or a household, is left to rejoice in
the safety of its members. The groan of the first heart-broken
mother, extorted by the loss of her stolen child, has penetrated
throughout that vast continent, and found an echo in every heart,
until wailing and lamentation are heard from border to border,
The drops of blood which flowed from the heart of the first
African victim, and stained the threshold of his peaceful cottage,
have since been augmented to a deluge, which reddens the earth
of three continents. The first piratical vessel which haunted
the African coast, has been succeeded by the ships of all civil-
ized nations, commanded by demons in human shape, who have
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